
Fentanyl Overdose Death
Investigations

and Cal-ECPA Search Warrant Issues

Course Description: The first portion of this course will be taught by an experienced
narcotics detective who has been investigating fentanyl-related overdose deaths since 2019,
when such investigations were still largely in their infancy. It will provide an in-depth look at
possibilities for leads and techniques for finding the distributor, and how to prepare the case
for a successful prosecution. Crime scene integrity will be discussed, as will evidence
collection from various entities such as hospitals, family members, and other witnesses. Then,
an experienced prosecutor will discuss the relevant homicide statutes and recent case law
impacts on charging, as well as the constitutional requirements for certain investigative
techniques to be admissible in court. She will then discuss Cal-ECPA search warrants at
length, focusing on their role in overdose death investigations in particular. Attendees will learn
the legal theories behind the Cal-ECPA; the drafting issues and pitfalls it poses; and the often-
overlooked areas of non-compliance in various arenas, such as with GPS Trackers. As such,
the course will be useful to both officers and prosecutors who wish to further their knowledge
on fentanyl overdose cases, as well as those who seek more insights on search warrant
drafting and issues. The course will assist not just narcotics or homicide detectives and
prosecutors, but also patrol officers and those assigned to other units who would like a
refresher on or an introduction to these concepts.

Location:  LA HIDTA Training Center 
5801 E. Slauson Ave. Commerce

Date: Thursday, July 6, 2023
Time: 0800-1700 Hrs. PST
Cost: FREE

Instructor: Task Force Agent Michael Strickland with the San Joaquin County Metropolitan Narcotics Task Force has been a sheriff’s deputy
since 2008, after proudly completing his service in the United States Marine Corps. His Bachelor of Science degree is in Criminal Justice
Management, and he has participated in hundreds of narcotics investigations, written numerous search warrants to include Cal-ECPA warrants,
and has testified as an Expert regarding possession with the intention of sales, methamphetamine laboratories, and similar realms. He has been an
Academy Instructor and is his county’s main Fentanyl Overdose Death Investigator, participating as a San Joaquin County Opioid Coalition
member advising health care and other professionals on the subject of the Opioid Epidemic.

Instructor: Deputy District Attorney Cindy De Silva with the San Joaquin County District Attorney’s Office is the 2022 California Narcotics 
Officers Association’s “Prosecutor of the Year,” the 2016 California District Attorneys Association’s “Instructor of the Year,” and the 2009 Stockton 
“Crime Stopper of the Year.” A prosecutor since 2001, she regularly reviews search warrants, advises on warrantless search issues, testifies in the 
California Legislature’s committee hearings regarding proposed public safety-related legislation, and helps protect confidential information legally 
and ethically through tools such as the Evidence Code section 1040-41 privileges. She teaches law enforcement across the nation as well as 
locally and statewide, all while handling a large case load in court. 

Register  Here:  HTTPS:// LAHIDTATRAINING.O R G  
Questions  or  Comments

K E N N E T H.C O R D R A Y@L A C L E A R.C A .G O V


	Fentanyl Overdose Death� Investigations� and Cal-ECPA Search Warrant Issues

